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Notes From Our Treasurer 

 
Since the beginning of the Irish Heritage Society our primary source of income has 

been yearly dues.  Occasionally the dues were supplemented by donations and 

members working concessions at the Corn Crib.  Over the last three years mem-

bership dues have averaged $1,130.00 which is $380 less than major expenses 

which have totaled $1,510.  These expenditures have averaged:  summer picnic 

$530, fall social $335, postage, printing, etc. $400, website $149 and our Post 

Office box $96.   

We have covered the $380 yearly shortfall with the proceeds from the sale of        

T-shirts at the “Sharin’ of the Green Parade.” We’ve also paid numerous minor 

expenses, sponsored Irish entertainment, i.e. The Don’t Be Brothers (over 80   

people attended last February), donated to the McLean County Museum of History 

(The Greening of the Prairie Exhibit) and donated to Easter Seals (a fellow      

sponsor of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade).  

         Steve Young 

         Irish Heritage Society Treasurer 
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IRISH BOOK CLUB FORMING 
Join the Irish Heritage Society’s new book club! The first meeting will be 

held Thursday, September 25, at the Normal Public Library at 6:30 p.m.             

 

Bring your ideas for future books to read and dates and places to meet.  

All genres welcomed.  A mix of fiction/non-fiction should appeal to all 

tastes.  

 

Be ready to discuss September’s book. 

 

September’s Book 

The first book will be discussed. (See article to right)   If you have      

questions for the author, email them to Debbie Lubbert at                     

dalubbert@hotmail.com. 

 

To Sign Up 

To sign up for the book club, please contact Debbie Lubbert at             

dalubbert@hotmail.com or 309-829-3638 or Mary Stack at                   

mastack@ilstu.edu or 309-452-4215. You will be contacted with 

additional details. 

Buried in a 
Bog 

 
Sheila Connolly is a New York Times 

best-selling author.  Her third series, 

the County Cork Mysteries, opened 

with Buried in a Bog in February 2013 

and it went to #14 on the New York 

Times Mass Market Bestseller list. .  

 

Buried in a Bog by Sheila Connolly 

is a murder mystery set in County 

Cork.  Synopsis: This new series 

features a Boston-reared American 

woman who finds herself running a 

pub in a tiny village in West Cork 

where her grandmother was born—

never expecting to get bogged down 

in a murder mystery.  

The author’s website:  

www.sheilaconnolly.com 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

 

IRISH            
AUTUMN     

SOCIAL AND 
ANNUAL 
MEETING 

SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 26 

4 P.M.—7 P.M. 

K OF C HALL 

 

 

Maureen and Brian Barnes , The Dulcimer Dreams 

SUMMER IHS PICNIC 

 
The summer indoor picnic had loads of good food, entertainment and Irish 

fellowship.  

The Irish Heritage Society provided  chicken and Avianti’s sandwiches.  

The potluck dishes brought by members were numerous and tasty.   

Door prizes were Cornbelters tickets donated by Farnsworth Group and 

two Irish themed books.  Buried in a Bog was donated by Debbie Lubbert 

and Steve and Carol Young donated an Irish non-fiction book. 

Debbie Lubbert announced the formation of an Irish Book Club and also 

provided table centerpieces of Irish themed fiction/non-fiction books. 

The Dulcimer Dreams entertained us with old time "fiddle" music, old 

English and Irish, classical, hymns and high quality contemporary.  They 

shared interesting stories about the origins of the music they played.  



THREE IRISH SISTERS by Member Mary Stack 

The Murphy sisters (Bridget, Mary, Sarah) each have descendants who are members of the 
Irish Heritage Society.  The motherless girls, along with a young brother, sailed for America 
around 1848 to join their father and elder brother.  Here are their stories. 

   

Bridget Murphy Blair 1836-1924  Descendant:  Patty Kelley 

The crossing was hard and Bridget later recalled “Our own people were not good to us on the 
boat coming here.  We were often hungry”.  Bridget, age 11, was in charge of her younger     
sisters and little brother.  The little brother became ill, died, and was buried at sea.  Upon arriv-
ing in New York, Bridget lived with a doctor’s family and was trained as a midwife.  Around 1853 
the Murphy family came to the Bentown IL (Benjaminville) area. Bridget found work in a kitchen 
on the David Davis farm.  There she met and married Moses Blair, an Ulster of Scottish         
descent. They had 14 children.  As to childbirth when Bridget first felt labor pains, she would 
wash clothes on the washboard. When she couldn’t stand it any longer, she went to bed. She 
would have the baby and cook for the men the next day.  Bridget was a mid-wife too and loved 
to beat the doctors out of the delivery. The doctor didn’t get the fee if Bridget had the baby     
delivered and the cord tied before the doctor arrived. When daughter Anna’s husband died in 
1879 in   Nebraska Bridget wrote her “come back and stay with us. We have ‘tatees’ and apples 
in the cellar for all”. 

MARY MURPHY EVANS 1836-1911 Descendant: in-law LaVerne Evans  

Mary immigrated with her sisters at age 10. She was sent to work for a Connecticut family.  
Around 1853 with her father, elder brother and sisters, she arrived in Bentown, IL area.  She 
married John Evans, an Irish immigrant. John was a liberal giver to the cause that Church     
represents. He was a thrifty farmer and good neighbor. Family stories tell that John Evans was   
descended from royalty.  His grandfather ran away from home and married an Irish girl and was 
disowned.  Mary and John farmed in Padua IL.  John and Mary’s farmland was just south of the 
Bentown IL Quaker cemetery. They had 7 children. 

SARAH MURPHY CLEARY 1841-1917 Member descendant:  Mary Stack 

Immigrated at age 6 with her older sisters.  Sarah lived with her father and elder brother in   
Connecticut for three years before coming to the Bentown IL area.  Sarah married Michael 
Cleary, an Irish immigrant working on a farm near Bentown IL.  Sarah and Michael eventually 
farmed in the El Paso/Gridley Il area along with Michael’s four brothers. According to his       
obituary, Michael was a wise farmer and by his thrift and application to his world had secured a 
substantial fortune.  Bishop Sheen’s grandfather purchased farmland from Michael.  This       
enabled Michael and Sarah to build a new home which is still standing today. Michael and     
Sarah had 5 sons and 7 daughters.  They helped each son to purchase farmland and engage in 
farming.  When Michael died, he left each daughter a substantial sum which was unusual in 
those days. 

TELL US YOUR IRISH STORY: Part of Irish Heritage Society's mission is to preserve Irish                  

culture.  Submit your  ancestor stories/photos to the Irish Heritage Society.  They will be posted on our 

website and may appear in a newsletter. 



 

John and Mary Murphy Evans 

 

Bridget Murphy Blair  

Michael and Sarah Murphy Cleary  

 



MY IRELAND TRIP 

By Pat Rochelle 

Last October my daughters Ann and Raquel took me to Ireland for my birthday for 10 

days.  What a great surprise and what a wonderful time.  There was not a day that I 

didn’t like but I will tell you about probably one of the best. 

We woke up to what would be the most perfect day of our trip.  Beautiful blue skies, a 

bright sun and warmer temperatures.  We were heading to Dingle Peninsula on the 

westernmost tip of Ireland and is part of the Gaeltacht, where the government           

subsidizes the survival of the Irish language and culture.  Photos could not capture the 

true beauty of the vast pastures, hills, the bay and ocean.  The road around the          

peninsula is about 30 miles of narrow road that you must travel in a clockwise direction.  

Dingle Peninsula is only 10 miles wide and 40 miles long and is home to around 10,000 

people and 500,000 sheep.  We had to stop several times while sheep were crossing the 

road.   

We stopped at a peasant cottage with thatched roof abandoned by a family named     

Kavanaugh 150 years ago and a manor house which told of the history of the area and 

accounts of the famine.  One of the cottages was named Patricia’s Cottage and really 

showed the harsh life peasants lived during that time.  We stopped for tea at the Stone 

House and sat in the warm sun.  As we continued on Slea Head Loop, we drove through 

delightful small towns, saw the many historical sites and enjoyed the beauty of the 

Blasket Islands.  All signs were in Gaelic.  Just incredible!  Views everywhere, nothing 

like we have seen before.  We walked about the town of Dingle, known for its traditional 

music, did some shopping and enjoyed the sights and sounds of this small but vibrant 

town. 

When my girls asked me what I wanted to do in Ireland it was to see the beauty of it and 

not spend a lot of time in the big towns and I wanted to check on my ancestors—Doyle 

and O’Leary.  It is unbelievable to see the shades of green and my visit there will always 

be in my memory.  What wonderful daughters!  They are already talking about going 

back and they tell me to stay young and I can go along! 

 

Pat—

overlooking 

Dingle Bay 



IRISH HERITAGE SOCIETY EVENTS STILL COMING IN 2014 
  

  

Ongoing  

Irish Exhibit 

The Greening of the Prairie:  Irish Immigrants in McLean County 

McLean County Museum of History, Bloomington, IL 

  

Sunday, October 26, 2014, 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Irish Autumn Social and Annual Meeting 

Knights of Columbus Hall, Bloomington, IL 

  

Saturday, December 6, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 

Bloomington/Normal Jaycees Christmas Parade 

LOCAL IRISH EVENTS 

  

THE DON’T BE BROTHERS                                                                                                             
(IRISH-AMERICAN FOLKSINGERS AND MERRYMAKERS) 
Illinois State Fair, Friday, August 15, 8 p.m., in the Ethnic Village 

BRUEGALE 
BCPA, August 23, begins 2 p.m. on the lawn 

Switchback and others to perform 

ERIN FEST 
Peoria IL AUG 22 23 24 

  

DANU ‘FÉILE NA NOLLAIG’: A Celtic Christmas  

BCPA, December 9, 7:30                                                                                                       

The acclaimed Irish ensemble, Danú, celebrates Christmas with   

‘Féile na Nollag’ (A Christmas Gathering) 



 
IRISH HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 
Members of the Society are invited to attend the monthly board meetings and to par-
ticipate on the various committees that plan and execute our activities throughout the 
year! Volunteer opportunities abound! Board meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month, 7 p.m., Farnsworth and Wylie Building, 2709 McGraw Drive, Blooming-
ton, IL. 
  

IHS Officers 2014 

  

Margaret Bratcher, President 

Larry Mertes, Vice President 

Dan Leifel, Secretary 

Steve Young, Treasurer 
 
IHS Board of Directors 

2014 Roster 

  

Larry Mertes 

Steven Purcell 

Margaret Bratcher 

Mary Stack 

Greg Connor  
Doug Connor  
Neil Finlen 

Kevin Woods 

Charles Baue 

Steve Young 

Dan Leifel 

Mike Whelan 
 
Presidents Emeritus 

  

Margaret Hayes Theis 

Pat Rochelle 



IRISH HERITAGE SOCIETY CONTACT INFORMATION 

ON THE INTERNET:  irishheritagesociety.net 

ON  FACEBOOK:  Irish Heritage Society 

ON EMAIL: irishheritagesociety@outlook.com 

BY MAIL:  P.O. Box 23, Bloomington IL 61702 

Due to the high cost of printing and mailing, the Irish Heritage Society Newsletter will now be an     

on line newsletter.  Those few members that do not have email will be mailed a copy. 

           Editor:  Mary Stack 


