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Sharin’ of the Green 2013 Parade: The day started out with a light drizzle affectionately referred to as an “Irish
Mist” but due to the “Luck of the Irish”, the sky cleared and our parade was another crowd pleasing event. We estimated
a crowd at some 10,000 people, and because we have never let the truth get in the way of a good story, we will go with
that figure.
Our ongoing partnership with WJBC radio (specifically Jim Fitzpatrick), along with
our friends at Easter Seals, allowed this event to double in size from last year. We
had just over 60 entries including floats, traditional Irish dancers, music, and plenty
of candy for children which resulted in a parade almost an hour in length. The
gathering started off with a tribute to a fallen fire fighter and was lead by a sole
bagpiper along with the men of the Hudson Fire Department and their engine
company.
The Irish Heritage Society as a result of
the proceeds from the parade, was able to
contribute just under $3,000 to the Easter
Seals during their spring telethon. Jim
Fitzpatrick from WJBC and Neil Finlen
from the Society were on hand to make
the formal presentation and continue the
partnership established between the Easter Seals and the Irish Heritage Society.
The folks with WJBC have become the
backbone of our St. Patrick’s Day parade.

The sales force of the Easter Seals (volunteers from the ISU Greek System) sold
our fund-raising tee shirts along the parade route. Between the tee shirt sales,
contributions along the route, and merchant participation, we raised $3,000 for
Easter Seals and their programs. The representatives from Easter Seals have been
very complimentary of the fact that it is not only the fund raising but also the friend
raising and awareness that takes place as a result of our parade and the crowd it
gathers.
The Sugar Creek Cloggers, the Connor family, and Children's Network won small
prizes. Thanks go out to Owen and Carla Boyle and David Kraft for judging this
year’s event along with their fine photography of the entire parade.

CLANS THAT MARCHED:

The Sweeney/Mulcahey/Kelley Family

The Kinsella-O’Malley Clan, Sweeney/Mulcahey/Kelley Clan, the Connor
Clan were among those that gathered to march in the parade.

The descendants of Edward and Bridget
Sweeney, the family of seven brothers
and one sister came to America in 1868
from County Cork, Ireland. The father
farmed and the family spent their early
years on the farm. There were nine children in the family; seven came to
America. John, James, Edward, Daniel,
James, Patrick, and Hannah Sweeney
Sullivan all settled in Mclean County;
except Michael who moved to Kansas.
The others farmed and worked on the
railroad. Those marching were all
descendants of the original families.
About 35 family members were present.

The Kinsella-O’Malley Families

The Connor Family

The Kinsella-O'Malley Families were
represented, in part, by Carol Kinsella Young and five of her grandchildren,
Emily and Tommy Killian, Nick, Ella and
Will Gardner. The Kinsella family of
Gorey, County Wexford came to America in 1847. They stayed in New York
until 1857 when they moved to McLean
County where they farmed.

Mike and Zanna Connor with their
son Greg, daughter-in-law Lynn and
grandsons Devon and Dylan; son
Doug and grandson Kyle; son Scott,
daughter-in-law Fran and granddaughter Hailey as well as Dave
Kirkwood, brother-in-law to Mike &
Zanna. The Connor family came
from County Clare, Ireland. They
settled in McLean County.

The Irish Heritage Society
Presents

8th Annual Summer Picnic

Ireland’s national language is
Irish, but it is spoken as the
everyday language only in the
Gaeltacht (Irish speaking) regions – chiefly in Galway, Kerry,
Cork, Mayo, Donegal, and
Waterford.

Sunday, June 30th, 2013
1 PM – 4 PM
Knights of Columbus Hall

BLOOMINGTON IL 61702

DID YOU KNOW?????

1706 RT Dunn Drive, Bloomington.

P.O.BOX 23

This year’s program & entertainment

IRISH HERITAGE SOCIETY

An Insightful Presentation on the Whelan
Family's Ancestry by Member Mike Whelan

Gaelic Storm
Friday, October 4th , 7:30 pm
Performing Arts Center Bloomington IL

and

Erin Fest in Peoria
August 23, 24, 25, 2013
Culture, music, dance, bagpipes

A Delightfully Entertaining Program by
Irish humorist Gail Leonard of the Decatur
Genealogical Society

Ongoing thru August 9, 2014
The Greening of the Prairie: Irish
Immigrants in McLean County Exhibit
McLean County Museum of History

The Irish Heritage Society will provide meat dishes
(ham and chicken).

October 27, 2013 4:00 p.m.
Irish Autumn Social
and Annual Member Meeting
Knights of Columbus Hall
Bloomington, IL

Water and Iced Tea are included.

Soft drinks and alcoholic beverages are available for
purchase at the K of C's bar.

Please Bring…

A side dish, salad, or dessert for the Pot Luck table.

Lunch at 1 PM followed by the program
No RSVP Necessary

Members free/Non-members $5

Upcoming Events

MEMBERSHIP
Check the mailing label to see
if you have paid through 2013.
If you see a date other than 2013
on the upper right of the label,
then your dues are due. We
hope that you will support our
programs through your membership in the Irish Heritage Society.
$15 single/$20 family. Send your
check plus name, address,
phone and email to: Irish
Heritage Society, PO Box 23,
Bloomington IL 61702
New members always welcome!

